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die so easily or so often as at Dachau. Vichy, however, carrying
the same line of action to its logical conclusion, only on a larger
scale, hastened to repair this fault.
This Commission met every Thursday and dealt each time with
about 50 files out of a total of approximately 15,000 people
arrested. As if by a miracle, the wealthier business men were
released first, while Hitler's opponents of long standing were not
freed until January 1940, and then not for political reasons but,
in the majority of cases, on the advice of the camp doctors.
What was even more surprising, at least at that time, was that
the " Aryans ", whether German or Austrian, who were in no
sense refugees but more often than not open followers of Hitler,
were released in bulk for a variety of reasons. For the most part
they went back to their old jobs, often in factories of national
importance, where their presence was considered essential in the
interests of " national defence ". Jewish chemists, on the other
hand, were only released much later, in spite of the intervention
of all kinds of committees, including those of Paul Perrin, ex-P^ris
Deputy (a " victim " of the Popular Front, and hence veering
towards Communism, to be " safer " in the next elections) and
Emile Kahn, the incompetent, voluble, pretentious secretary of
the " League of the Rights of Man **.
Wealthy business men even made their way to the cousin
to obtain entry visas although this was a matter for the Quai
d'Orsay. But the opinion of the Ministry of the Interior was
always requested. Such a visit was, therefore, never entirely
fruitless. In fact, as if by magic, the file in question would be
returned to.the Quai d'Orsay within a few days instead of weeks
or months later and, more surprising still, with a favourable
report. This was the finest of the many wonderful results
brought about by the intervention of the " cousin's " insignificant
cousin.
The war, since all were to be united in a spirit of equality and
fraternity against the common enemy, had temporarily abolished
the difference in treatment for poor and wealthy refugees and
the appalling queues in the courtyard of the Prefecture had
consequently disappeared. Indeed, everyone was stowed away
in equally bad " Prix-Unic " concentration camps.
This equality in misfortune was in no way clouded by the
fact that the wealthier were released a few months sooner and
almost all declared to be " unfit for the Foreign Legion ". For
on leaving the camp they almost all found themselves in the same
position, and even a visit to ** cousin's cousin " could scarcely in